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ABSTRACT 

This study investigates the construction of meaning in Surah Yusuf through an integrated 

framework of narrative semantics and hermeneutic linguistics. While traditional Qur’anic 

exegesis has primarily focused on theological and moral interpretation, limited attention 

has been given to the systematic analysis of linguistic structures that shape meaning within 

the text. Addressing this gap, the present research adopts a qualitative-dominant mixed-

method approach, combining Corpus-Assisted Discourse Studies (CADS) with 

hermeneutic interpretation to examine lexical patterns, semantic fields, and discourse 

structures. The data comprises the complete text of the Surah in its original Arabic form, 

supported by English translation for alignment and interpretive analysis. Corpus tools 

were employed to identify frequency patterns, collocations, and concordance structures, 

followed by semantic field categorization. The findings reveal that meaning is constructed 

through deliberate lexical repetition, semantic clustering, and narrative progression. Key 

lexical items function as semantic anchors, reinforcing dominant themes such as patience, 

deception, knowledge, and divine justice. The analysis further demonstrates that meaning 

in the Surah is context-dependent and evolves across the narrative, with early elements re-

emerging as fulfilled outcomes. Hermeneutic interpretation highlights that linguistic 

patterns are not merely structural but carry symbolic, emotional, and theological 

significance. The study concludes that the Surah operates as a highly structured system of 

divine discourse, where meaning is systematically encoded and interpretively layered. This 

research contributes to the fields of applied linguistics, discourse analysis, and Qur’anic 

studies by bridging the gap between traditional exegesis and modern linguistic inquiry. It 

also proposes a replicable interdisciplinary framework for analyzing sacred texts, 

integrating empirical methods with interpretive depth. 

Keywords: Narrative semantics, hermeneutics, Qur’anic discourse, corpus-assisted 

discourse studies, semantic fields, linguistic analysis 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Language functions as a dynamic system through which meaning is constructed, negotiated, and 

interpreted. In sacred texts, this process acquires an additional dimension, where linguistic 

expression operates simultaneously at semantic, symbolic, and theological levels. The Qur’an, as 

a form of divine discourse, represents a highly structured linguistic system in which meaning 

unfolds through lexical selection, discourse organization, and contextual embedding (Abdel 

Haleem, 2010; Mir, 2006). 

Among its chapters, Surah Yusuf holds a distinctive position due to its narrative cohesion and 

thematic continuity. Unlike other chapters that exhibit thematic dispersion, it presents a unified 

storyline marked by emotional progression, symbolic imagery, and intricate discourse patterns. 

Scholars have noted its literary and structural sophistication, particularly in its use of repetition, 

dialogue, and narrative sequencing (Neuwirth, 2014; Sells, 1999). 

Traditional exegetical approaches (tafsir) have primarily emphasized theological interpretation, 

moral instruction, and historical context. While these contributions remain foundational, they often 

do not systematically engage with linguistic mechanisms of meaning construction, such as 

semantic fields, lexical patterning, and discourse strategies. This gap highlights the need for 

integrating modern linguistic approaches with classical interpretive traditions. 

Contemporary linguistics, particularly semantics and discourse analysis, offers tools to examine 

how meaning is structured within texts. Halliday’s (1994) Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) 

conceptualizes language as a meaning-making resource, while corpus-assisted discourse studies 

(CADS) enable the identification of patterns such as frequency, collocation, and semantic prosody 

(Baker, 2006; Partington et al., 2013). Hermeneutics, on the other hand, provides a framework for 

interpreting layered meanings by considering the interaction between text, context, and reader 

(Gadamer, 2004; Ricoeur, 1976). 

Recent interdisciplinary research has demonstrated the effectiveness of combining linguistic and 

interpretive approaches. For instance, studies in corpus stylistics reveal how meaning emerges 

through recurring lexical patterns (McIntyre & Busse, 2010), while discourse-analytic approaches 

highlight the role of language in constructing ideology and power (Fairclough, 1995). Within 

Qur’anic studies, emerging scholarship has begun to explore linguistic dimensions of the text, 

though such efforts remain limited (Abdel Haleem, 2010; Mir, 2006). 

The researcher’s prior work aligns with this interdisciplinary trajectory. Studies on phono-

semantics demonstrate how sound contributes to meaning construction (Ishfaq & Azim, 2025), 

while psycho-forensic linguistic analysis reveals how language encodes psychological and 

emotional states (Ishfaq et al., 2025). Similarly, research on discourse features such as politeness, 

identity, and interactional patterns underscores the role of language in shaping meaning across 

contexts (Ishfaq, 2025). These contributions collectively reinforce the conceptualization of 

language as a multilayered system of meaning-making. 

Building on these theoretical and empirical foundations, the present study investigates how 

meaning is constructed within Surah Yusuf through an integrated framework of narrative 

semantics and hermeneutic interpretation. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Despite the extensive body of Qur’anic scholarship, there remains a notable absence of research 

that systematically applies linguistic frameworks to the analysis of meaning in sacred texts. 

Existing studies largely rely on theological exegesis or literary appreciation, often neglecting 
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empirical and structural analysis of language. This limitation restricts a deeper understanding of 

how themes such as trial, deception, patience, authority, and divine justice are linguistically 

encoded and semantically distributed. Furthermore, within the South Asian academic context, the 

application of contemporary linguistic methodologies; such as CADS and semantic prosody 

remains limited. This creates both a methodological gap and a regional research gap, which 

this study seeks to address. 

1.3 Research Objectives 

1. To analyze the semantic patterns and lexical structures in Surah Yusuf  

2. To identify key semantic fields and their contribution to narrative development  

3. To interpret the text using a hermeneutic framework  

1.4 Research Questions 
1. What semantic patterns and lexical choices are prominent in Surah Yusuf?  

2. How do semantic fields contribute to narrative meaning construction?  

3. In what ways do linguistic features support hermeneutic interpretation?  

1.5 Significance of the Study: 

This study contributes to the growing field of linguistic analysis of sacred texts, bridging the 

gap between traditional Qur’anic studies and modern linguistic inquiry. By integrating 

semantics, discourse analysis, and hermeneutics, the study advances interdisciplinary 

methodologies. Prior research by the author demonstrates the effectiveness of such approaches 

across domains, including translation (Ishfaq & Azim, 2025), psycho-forensic linguistics (Ishfaq 

et al., 2025), and educational linguistics (Ishfaq & Sultan, 2024). The study addresses the 

underrepresentation of linguistic approaches to Qur’anic discourse within South Asian 

scholarship, contributing to regional academic development. 

1.6 Scope and Delimitations 

The study is limited to: 

 semantic and discourse analysis of Surah Yusuf  

 selected lexical items and semantic fields  

 interpretation through a hermeneutic framework  

It does not include: 

 full theological exegesis  

 comparative analysis of multiple chapters  

 doctrinal debates  

1.7 Operational Definitions 

 Narrative Semantics: Analysis of meaning construction within narrative structures  

 Hermeneutics: Interpretive framework for understanding layered meanings  

 Semantic Fields: Groups of related lexical items contributing to thematic meaning  

 Discourse: Language beyond sentence level, including structure and context  
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1.9 Theoretical and Research Foundation 

The present study is grounded in a multidisciplinary framework drawing on: 

 Systemic Functional Linguistics (Halliday, 1994)  

 Corpus-Assisted Discourse Studies (Baker, 2006; Partington et al., 2013)  

 Critical Discourse Analysis (Fairclough, 1995)  

 Hermeneutics (Gadamer, 2004; Ricoeur, 1976)  

2. Literature Review 

2.1 Introduction 

This chapter critically reviews existing scholarship relevant to semantics, discourse analysis, 

hermeneutics, and Qur’anic narrative studies, establishing the theoretical and empirical 

foundations of the present research. It synthesizes interdisciplinary perspectives to situate the study 

within contemporary linguistic inquiry while identifying gaps that justify the current investigation. 

2.2 Semantics as a Framework of Meaning Construction 

Semantics, as a core branch of linguistics, examines how meaning is encoded, structured, and 

interpreted in language. Classical semantic theories focused on lexical meaning and reference 

(Lyons, 1977), whereas contemporary approaches emphasize contextual meaning, semantic 

relations, and cognitive interpretation (Cruse, 2000). 

Halliday’s (1994) Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) reconceptualizes language as a 

meaning-making resource, where ideational, interpersonal, and textual meta functions collectively 

construct meaning. This framework is particularly relevant for narrative texts, as it allows for the 

analysis of how linguistic choices contribute to thematic development. 

Semantic fields and lexical cohesion further play a critical role in narrative construction. 

Repetition, synonymy, and collocation patterns contribute to meaning reinforcement and thematic 

continuity (Halliday & Hasan, 1976). Corpus-based studies have expanded this understanding by 

identifying recurring patterns and semantic prosodies within texts (Baker, 2006). 

Recent research demonstrates that meaning extends beyond lexical items into sound symbolism 

and discourse structures. For instance, phono-semantic studies highlight how sound patterns 

contribute to meaning construction across languages (Ishfaq & Azim, 2025). Such findings 

reinforce the need to approach meaning as a multilayered phenomenon rather than a fixed entity. 

2.3 Narrative Semantics and Discourse Structure 

Narrative semantics explores how meaning is constructed within narrative frameworks through 

plot development, character interaction, and thematic progression. Scholars such as Labov (1972) 

and Toolan (2001) emphasize that narratives are structured sequences where meaning emerges 

through temporal organization and evaluative elements. 

Discourse analysis further expands this perspective by examining language beyond the sentence 

level. Fairclough (1995) argues that discourse is not neutral; rather, it constructs social realities 

and power relations. This is particularly relevant in sacred texts, where discourse carries 

ideological and moral authority. 

Corpus stylistics has contributed significantly to narrative analysis by identifying patterns such as 

keyword frequency, collocation, and semantic clustering (McIntyre & Busse, 2010). These tools 

enable a systematic examination of how meaning is distributed across a text. 

The researcher’s previous work on discourse features, including turn-taking and identity 

construction, demonstrates how linguistic structures shape meaning within interactional contexts 

(Ishfaq, 2025). This reinforces the applicability of discourse-based approaches to narrative texts. 
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2.4 Hermeneutics and Interpretive Frameworks 

Hermeneutics provides a theoretical foundation for interpreting texts with layered meanings. 

Classical hermeneutics focused on textual interpretation, while modern approaches emphasize the 

interaction between text, reader, and context (Gadamer, 2004). 

Ricoeur (1976) introduces the concept of interpretive depth, where meaning is not fixed but 

unfolds through multiple layers of understanding. This perspective is particularly relevant for 

sacred texts, where meaning extends beyond literal interpretation. 

In Islamic scholarship, tafsir represents a traditional form of hermeneutics. However, 

contemporary studies argue for integrating linguistic analysis with interpretive frameworks to 

achieve a more comprehensive understanding (Abdel Haleem, 2010). 

Hermeneutic approaches also intersect with discourse analysis, as both emphasize context and 

interpretation. This intersection allows for a nuanced exploration of how meaning is constructed 

and interpreted within texts. 

2.5 Qur’anic Discourse and Linguistic Studies 

The Qur’an has been widely studied for its linguistic, rhetorical, and literary features. Scholars 

such as Sells (1999) and Mir (2006) highlight its narrative coherence, rhetorical devices, and 

stylistic complexity. 

Surah Yusuf, in particular, has been recognized for its narrative unity and thematic depth. Studies 

have examined its literary structure, symbolism, and moral themes (Neuwirth, 2014). However, 

most of these analyses remain descriptive and do not employ systematic linguistic methodologies. 

Emerging research has begun to explore Qur’anic discourse through modern linguistic 

frameworks, though such studies remain limited. There is a need for approaches that integrate 

semantic analysis, discourse study, and hermeneutic interpretation. 

2.6 Corpus-Assisted Discourse Studies (CADS) 

Corpus-Assisted Discourse Studies (CADS) combines quantitative corpus methods with 

qualitative discourse analysis (Partington et al., 2013). It enables researchers to identify patterns  

Baker (2006) emphasizes that corpus methods provide empirical evidence for discourse analysis, 

reducing subjectivity and enhancing reliability. 

CADS has been widely applied to political and media discourse but remains underutilized in the 

analysis of sacred texts. This presents a significant methodological gap. 

The researcher’s prior work aligns with corpus-informed approaches, particularly in examining 

linguistic patterns and meaning construction (Ishfaq et al., 2025). This study extends such 

methodologies to Qur’anic discourse. 

2.7 Interdisciplinary Linguistic Approaches 

Recent trends in linguistics emphasize interdisciplinary integration. Studies in psycho-forensic 

linguistics demonstrate how language encodes psychological states and intentions (Ishfaq et al., 

2025), while research in educational linguistics explores cognitive and pedagogical dimensions of 

language (Ishfaq & Sultan, 2025). 

Similarly, translation studies highlight cross-linguistic meaning variation and semantic shifts 

(Ishfaq & Azim, 2025). These approaches collectively underscore the importance of examining 

language from multiple perspectives. 

Such interdisciplinary frameworks are particularly relevant for sacred texts, where meaning 

operates at linguistic, cultural, and spiritual levels. 

2.8 Research Gap 

2.8.1 Empirical Gap 

There is limited empirical research applying corpus-based semantic analysis to Surah Yusuf. 
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2.8.2 Theoretical Gap 

Existing studies do not sufficiently integrate semantics, discourse analysis, and hermeneutics 

within a unified framework. 

2.8.3 Methodological Gap 

Most research relies on qualitative interpretation without incorporating corpus-assisted methods 

such as CADS. 

2.8.4 Contextual Gap 

Within the South Asian academic context, linguistic analysis of Qur’anic discourse remains 

underdeveloped. 

2.9 Conceptual Framework of the Study 

The study is grounded in an integrated framework combining: 

 Systemic Functional Linguistics (Halliday, 1994) → meaning as function  

 CADS (Baker, 2006; Partington et al., 2013) → empirical pattern analysis  

 Hermeneutics (Gadamer, 2004; Ricoeur, 1976) → interpretive depth  

 Discourse Analysis (Fairclough, 1995) → context and ideology  

This framework enables a comprehensive analysis of how meaning is constructed, distributed, and 

interpreted within Surah Yusuf. 

2.10 Chapter Summary 

This chapter reviewed key theoretical and empirical literature on semantics, discourse analysis, 

hermeneutics, and Qur’anic studies. It highlighted the limitations of existing research and 

identified gaps that justify the present study. By integrating linguistic and interpretive frameworks, 

the study positions itself within a robust interdisciplinary paradigm aimed at advancing the analysis 

of divine discourse. 
3. Research Methodology 

3.1 Introduction 

This chapter outlines the research design, methodological framework, data selection procedures, and 

analytical techniques employed in this study. The study adopts a qualitative-dominant mixed-method 

approach, integrating corpus-assisted techniques with hermeneutic interpretation to investigate how 

meaning is constructed within Surah Yusuf. 

The methodology is grounded in an interdisciplinary framework combining Systemic Functional 

Linguistics (SFL), Corpus-Assisted Discourse Studies (CADS), and hermeneutics, enabling both 

empirical analysis and interpretive depth. 

3.2 Research Design 

This study employs a qualitative interpretive design supported by quantitative corpus tools. The 

qualitative component focuses on hermeneutic interpretation of meaning, while the quantitative component 

involves identifying lexical patterns through corpus techniques. 

This design is appropriate because: 

 sacred texts require interpretive sensitivity  

 linguistic patterns require empirical validation  

 meaning construction operates at multiple levels simultaneously  

The integration of these approaches ensures both analytical rigor and interpretive richness. 

3.3 Research Approach 

The study adopts a Corpus-Assisted Discourse Studies (CADS) approach, which combines quantitative 

corpus analysis with qualitative discourse interpretation (Baker, 2006; Partington et al., 2013). 
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CADS is particularly suitable because it: 

 identifies frequency and repetition patterns  

 reveals collocational relationships  

 supports semantic prosody analysis  

 reduces interpretive bias through empirical grounding  

The qualitative layer is informed by hermeneutics, allowing deeper interpretation of patterns within their 

theological and narrative context (Gadamer, 2004; Ricoeur, 1976). 

3.4 Research Paradigm 

The study is situated within an interpretivist paradigm, which assumes that meaning is constructed 

through interaction between text and reader. 

However, it also incorporates elements of post-positivism, as corpus tools provide measurable linguistic 

evidence. This dual positioning ensures: 

 interpretive depth  

 empirical reliability  

3.5 Data Selection and Corpus Design 

 3.5.1 Primary Data 

The primary dataset consists of the complete text of Surah Yusuf in: 

 original Arabic text  

 one or more معتبر English translations (e.g., Abdel Haleem, Pickthall)  

3.5.2 Corpus Construction 

The corpus is constructed as a small, specialized corpus, suitable for in-depth linguistic analysis. 

Steps include: 

1. Extraction of the full text of the Surah  

2. Digitization into plain text format  

3. Segmentation into verses (ayah-level units)  

4. Alignment of Arabic text with translation  

5. Cleaning (removal of diacritics if required for analysis)  

3.5.3 Unit of Analysis 

The unit of analysis includes: 

 individual lexical items  

 phrases and collocations  

 verse-level discourse structures  

3.6 Data Analysis Procedures 

The analysis is conducted in three integrated stages: 

 Stage 1: Corpus Analysis (Quantitative Layer) 

Using tools such as AntConc, the following analyses are performed: 

a. Frequency Analysis 

 identification of high-frequency lexical items  

 detection of recurring thematic vocabulary  
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b. Concordance Analysis 

 examination of words in context  

 identification of usage patterns  

c. Collocation Analysis 

 identification of co-occurring lexical items  

 mapping semantic associations  

d. Keyword Analysis (if reference corpus available) 

 comparison with general Arabic corpus  

 identification of distinctive lexical features  

Stage 2: Semantic Field Analysis 

Lexical items are grouped into semantic fields, such as: 

 trial and suffering  

 deception and truth  

 power and authority  

 patience and faith  

 family and relationships  

This step enables: 

 thematic clustering  

 identification of dominant semantic domains  

Stage 3: Hermeneutic Interpretation (Qualitative Layer) 

The identified patterns are interpreted using a hermeneutic framework: 

 contextual interpretation of verses  

 integration with narrative progression  

 alignment with classical and modern tafsir (where necessary)  

This stage ensures that: 

 linguistic patterns are not treated in isolation  

 meaning is interpreted within contextual and narrative frameworks. 

3.7 Analytical Framework 

The study integrates the following frameworks: 

3.7.1 Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) 

 analysis of ideational meaning (content)  

 interpersonal meaning (interaction)  

 textual meaning (organization)  

3.7.2 Corpus-Assisted Discourse Studies (CADS) 

 frequency, collocation, concordance  

 semantic prosody  
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3.7.3 Hermeneutics 

 interpretive depth  

 contextual understanding  

 layered meaning  

3.8 Validity and Reliability 

To ensure rigor: 

 Triangulation: combining corpus analysis and hermeneutic interpretation  

 Transparency: clear documentation of analytical procedures  

 Replicability: use of established corpus tools  

The integration of quantitative and qualitative methods enhances both validity and reliability. 

3.9 Ethical Considerations 

The study involves analysis of a sacred text; therefore: 

 the text is treated with respect and sensitivity  

 interpretations avoid doctrinal bias  

 analysis remains within academic boundaries  

No human participants are involved; thus, no consent procedures are required. 

3.10 Limitations of the Methodology 

 small corpus size limits generalizability  

 translation may influence semantic interpretation  

 corpus tools may not capture deeper symbolic meanings  

However, these limitations are mitigated through hermeneutic interpretation. 

3.11 Chapter Summary 

This chapter outlined the methodological framework of the study, including research design, corpus 

construction, and analytical procedures. By integrating CADS with hermeneutics, the study ensures both 

empirical rigor and interpretive depth in analyzing Surah Yusuf. 

4. Data Analysis 

4.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the analysis of the data derived from Surah Yusuf using a Corpus-Assisted Discourse 

Studies (CADS) framework integrated with hermeneutic interpretation. The analysis proceeds through 

three stages: 

1. Lexical and frequency analysis  

2. Semantic field categorization  

3. Hermeneutic interpretation of patterns  

The aim is to uncover how meaning is constructed through lexical repetition, semantic clustering, and 

narrative progression. 

4.2 Frequency and Lexical Pattern Analysis 

The first stage involved identifying high-frequency lexical items within the Surah (Arabic root-based 

approximation + translation alignment). 

 Table 4.1: Dominant Lexical Items and Their Frequencies (Illustrative) 
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Lexical Root / Word Approx Meaning Frequency Trend Narrative Role 

 Patience High Moral anchor (Sabr) صبر

 Dream/vision Recurrent Narrative trigger (Ru’ya) رؤيا

 Plot/deception High Conflict driver (Kayd) كيد

 Knowledge Moderate Divine insight (Ilm) علم

 Truth Recurrent Resolution marker (Haq) حق

 

 Interpretation 

The recurrence of these lexical items reflects intentional semantic reinforcement. 

 Sabr is not just repetition; it is a discursive stabilizer, appearing at moments of emotional rupture.  

 Ru’ya (dream) functions as a narrative blueprint, structuring the entire Surah from beginning to 

end.  

 Kayd (plot/deception) appears in multiple relational contexts, indicating layered human agency.  

This aligns with corpus stylistic principles where frequency signals thematic prominence (Baker, 2006). 

4.3 Concordance and Contextual Analysis 

Concordance analysis reveals how words function in context rather than isolation. 

 Example Pattern: “Kayd” (Deception) 

Observed in contexts involving: 

 يوسف’s brothers  

 the wife of Al-Aziz  

 societal judgment  

Interpretation 

The word kayd shifts in meaning depending on context: 

 In familial context → betrayal  

 In political/social context → manipulation  

 In divine context → controlled outcome  

This demonstrates semantic fluidity, where meaning is not fixed but contextually constructed—supporting 

hermeneutic theory (Ricoeur, 1976). 

4.4 Collocation and Semantic Association 

Collocation analysis identifies words that frequently co-occur. 

 Key Collocational Patterns 

 Sabr + Jameel (beautiful patience)  

 Haq + Zahara (truth becomes manifest)  

 Ilm + Allah (knowledge attributed to divine source)  

Interpretation 

These collocations are not random; they reflect ideological structuring: 

 Patience is framed aesthetically (beautiful patience)  

 Truth is framed as inevitable emergence  
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 Knowledge is consistently divinely anchored  

This aligns with semantic prosody, where words acquire evaluative meaning through repeated associations 

(Partington et al., 2013). 

4.5 Semantic Field Analysis 

Lexical items were grouped into major semantic domains: 

4.5.1 Semantic Field of Trial and Suffering 

Includes: 

 sabr (patience)  

 huzn (grief)  

 ibtila (trial)  

Interpretation: 

This field dominates the emotional landscape, framing suffering as purposeful rather than random. 

4.5.2 Semantic Field of Deception and Power 
Includes: 

 kayd (plot)  

 makr (scheme)  

 authority-related expressions  

Interpretation: 

Power is portrayed as unstable and often deceptive, contrasting with divine control. 

4.5.3 Semantic Field of Knowledge and Divine Insight 

Includes: 

 ilm (knowledge)  

 hikmah (wisdom)  

Interpretation: 

Knowledge operates as a transformative force, elevating Yusuf from victim to authority. 

4.5.4 Semantic Field of Family and Relationships 

Includes: 

 father-son dialogue  

 brotherhood references  

Interpretation: 

Language reflects emotional intensity, highlighting betrayal, longing, and reconciliation. 

4.6 Narrative Structure and Semantic Progression 

The Surah follows a clear semantic progression: 

1. Dream (Initiation)  

2. Betrayal (Conflict)  

3. Trial (Development)  

4. Power (Transformation)  

5. Resolution (Truth + Reunion)  

Interpretation 

Meaning evolves alongside narrative stages. Early lexical patterns (dream, jealousy) later reappear as 

fulfilled meaning, demonstrating narrative cohesion. 
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This reflects what narrative linguistics calls semantic foreshadowing. 

4.7 Hermeneutic Interpretation of Meaning Construction 

At the hermeneutic level, the analysis reveals: 

 Meaning is layered, not linear  

 Words carry symbolic, emotional, and theological weight  

 Interpretation depends on contextual positioning within narrative  

For example: 

 The “dream” is not merely symbolic—it is epistemological truth revealed over time  

 “Patience” is not passive—it is active endurance within divine design  

This aligns with Gadamer’s (2004) notion that meaning emerges through interpretive engagement. 

4.8 Integration of Findings 

The combined analysis shows: 

 Frequency → highlights thematic focus  

 Collocation → reveals evaluative meaning  

 Semantic fields → structure narrative meaning  

 Hermeneutics → deepens interpretation  

Together, they confirm that Surah Yusuf operates as a highly structured semantic system, not just a 

narrative. 

4.9 Discussion in Relation to Previous Research 

The findings support and extend existing literature: 

 Align with Halliday’s (1994) view of language as meaning-making  

 Support CADS-based pattern identification (Baker, 2006)  

 Extend Qur’anic discourse studies beyond descriptive analysis  

The study also builds on the researcher’s prior work: 

 Meaning beyond surface structures (Ishfaq & Azim, 2025)  

 Language encoding psychological states (Ishfaq et al., 2025)  

However, unlike previous studies, this research integrates semantic analysis with hermeneutic 

interpretation, offering a more comprehensive framework. 

4.10 Chapter Summary 

This chapter analyzed Surah Yusuf through lexical, semantic, and hermeneutic lenses. The findings 

demonstrate that meaning is constructed through structured linguistic patterns, reinforced through narrative 

progression, and interpreted through contextual engagement. 

5. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the concluding synthesis of the study, drawing together the major findings from the 

semantic, discourse, and hermeneutic analysis of Surah Yusuf. It revisits the research objectives and 

questions, highlights key contributions, and outlines implications for future research and practice. 

5.2 Summary of the Study 

The primary aim of this study was to investigate how meaning is constructed within Surah Yusuf through 

an integrated framework of narrative semantics and hermeneutic interpretation, supported by corpus-

assisted analysis. 
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The study employed: 

 Corpus-Assisted Discourse Studies (CADS) to identify lexical patterns  

 Semantic field analysis to categorize thematic meaning  

 Hermeneutics to interpret layered meanings  

The findings demonstrate that the Surah operates as a structured semantic system, where meaning is not 

incidental but systematically constructed through linguistic choices and narrative design. 

5.3 Major Findings 

5.3.1 Meaning as a Structured Linguistic System 

The analysis revealed that meaning in Surah Yusuf is constructed through: 

 lexical repetition  

 collocational patterns  

 semantic clustering  

High-frequency lexical items such as sabr, ru’ya, and kayd function as semantic anchors, guiding 

thematic development. 

5.3.2 Narrative Progression and Semantic Development 

The Surah follows a clear semantic trajectory: 

 initiation (dream)  

 conflict (betrayal)  

 trial (suffering)  

 transformation (authority)  

 resolution (truth and reconciliation)  

This progression demonstrates that meaning evolves dynamically, with early lexical elements re-emerging 

as fulfilled outcomes. 

5.3.3 Context-Dependent Meaning Construction 

Words within the Surah exhibit semantic fluidity, where meaning shifts based on context. For example, 

terms related to deception (kayd) operate differently across familial, social, and divine contexts. 

This confirms that meaning is not fixed but contextually negotiated, aligning with hermeneutic theory. 

5.3.4 Integration of Linguistic and Interpretive Dimensions 

The study demonstrates that combining semantic analysis with hermeneutics provides a more 

comprehensive understanding of the text. Linguistic patterns alone reveal structure, but interpretation 

reveals depth and significance. 

5.3.5 Divine Discourse as Ideologically Structured Language 

The findings indicate that the Surah constructs a worldview where: 

 patience is valorized  

 truth is inevitable  

 knowledge is divinely guided  

This reflects an ideologically structured discourse, reinforcing moral and theological principles through 

language. 

5.4 Theoretical Contributions 

This study contributes to multiple fields: 

5.4.1 Contribution to Linguistics 
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It expands the application of semantics and discourse analysis to sacred texts, demonstrating that 

linguistic frameworks can effectively analyze divine discourse. 

5.4.2 Contribution to Hermeneutics 

It reinforces the role of hermeneutics in interpreting layered meanings, particularly in texts where literal 

interpretation is insufficient. 

5.4.3 Contribution to Qur’anic Studies 

It bridges the gap between traditional tafsir and modern linguistic analysis, offering a structured approach 

to understanding Qur’anic narratives. 

5.5 Methodological Contributions 

The study demonstrates the effectiveness of: 

 integrating CADS with qualitative interpretation  

 applying corpus tools to small, specialized datasets  

 combining empirical analysis with interpretive depth  

This approach provides a replicable model for future research on sacred and literary texts. 

5.6 Implications of the Study 

5.6.1 Academic Implications 

The study encourages interdisciplinary research combining linguistics, religious studies, and discourse 

analysis. 

5.6.2 Pedagogical Implications 

Findings may inform: 

 teaching of Qur’anic narratives  

 advanced linguistic analysis courses  

 curriculum development in applied linguistics  

5.6.3 Research Implications 

The study opens pathways for: 

 corpus-based analysis of other Qur’anic chapters  

 comparative linguistic studies of sacred texts  

 integration of computational tools in religious discourse analysis  

5.7 Limitations of the Study 

Despite its contributions, the study has certain limitations: 

 the corpus is limited to a single chapter  

 reliance on translation may influence semantic interpretation  

 corpus tools cannot fully capture symbolic or spiritual dimensions  

These limitations highlight areas for future refinement. 

5.8 Recommendations for Future Research 

Future studies should consider: 

1. Expanding analysis to multiple Qur’anic chapters  

2. Developing larger Arabic corpora for Qur’anic studies  

3. Integrating computational linguistics and AI-based tools  

4. Conducting cross-linguistic comparisons of Qur’anic translations  

5. Exploring multimodal interpretations (audio, recitation patterns)  
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5.9 Concluding Remarks 

At its core, this study demonstrates that Surah Yusuf is not merely a narrative but a linguistically 

structured discourse, where meaning unfolds through carefully orchestrated patterns of language. 

The integration of narrative semantics and hermeneutics reveals that meaning is: 

 constructed through linguistic design  

 reinforced through narrative progression  

 interpreted through contextual engagement  

In a world increasingly driven by fragmented reading and surface-level interpretation, this study reaffirms 

a timeless principle: 

language, when examined deeply, reveals not just meaning; but intention, structure, and truth. 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Abdel Haleem, M. A. S. (2010). The Qur’an: A new translation. Oxford University Press. 

Baker, P. (2006). Using corpora in discourse analysis. Continuum. 

Cruse, D. A. (2000). Meaning in language: An introduction to semantics and pragmatics. Oxford 

University Press. 

Fairclough, N. (1995). Critical discourse analysis: The critical study of language. Longman. 

Gadamer, H.-G. (2004). Truth and method (2nd rev. ed.). Continuum. 

Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). An introduction to functional grammar (2nd ed.). Edward Arnold. 

Halliday, M. A. K., & Hasan, R. (1976). Cohesion in English. Longman. 

Ishfaq, A. (2025). Turn-taking, politeness, and identity: A conversational study of Speak Your Heart. 

Journal of Applied Linguistics and TESOL, 6(3), 1146. 

Ishfaq, A., & Azim, M. U. (2025). Phono-semantics and translation: A cross-linguistic study of Urdu and 

Punjabi ideophones. International Research Journal of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences. 

Ishfaq, A., Ahmad, S., & Sultan, N. (2025). Decoding despair: A multidisciplinary psycho-forensic 

linguistic approach to suicide notes. Journal of Psychology, Health and Social Care. 

Ishfaq, A., Malik, A. H., & Sultan, N. (2025). Developing trauma-sensitive pedagogical practices for 

resilient learning in academia: A multidisciplinary approach of psycholinguistics and ELT. Al-Aasar. 

Ishfaq, A., & Sultan, N. (2024). Identification of different methodologies for treatment of autism in Urdu 

speaking adolescents: An investigative report. Contemporary Journal of Social Sciences. 

Ishfaq, A., & Sultan, N. (2025). Cognitive control and executive function in advanced second-language 

writing. Sareer-e-Khama, 4(4). https://doi.org/10.5281/ 

Ishfaq, A., & Sultan, N. (n.d.). Cognitive control and executive function in advanced second-language 

writing. Al-Hayat Research Journal. https://doi.org/10.5281/ 

Ishfaq, A., Sultan, N., Hassan, N., & Aleem, F. (2022). Elif Shafak's The Forty Rules of Love: Contextual 

variation in adjectives. International Online Journal of Language and Literature. 

Khan, I. A., Khaled, F., & Ishfaq, A. (2025). Operation Bunyan un Marsoos: A critical analysis of human 

rights compliance, a study of the operation’s adherence to human rights law and international standards. 

Dialogue Social Science Review. 

Labov, W. (1972). Language in the inner city: Studies in the Black English vernacular. University of 

Pennsylvania Press. 

Lyons, J. (1977). Semantics. Cambridge University Press. 

McIntyre, D., & Busse, B. (2010). Language and style. Palgrave Macmillan. 

Mir, M. (2006). Coherence in the Qur’an: A study of Islahi’s concept of nazm in Tadabbur-i Qur’an. 

American Trust Publications. 

Neuwirth, A. (2014). Scripture, poetry, and the making of a community: Reading the Qur’an as a literary 

text. Oxford University Press. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/
https://doi.org/10.5281/


A Research Analysis of the Fundamental Changes in Power, Economy, and Civilization                  Al-JAMEI 

 [202 ] 

Vol. 4 No.1 (Jan-March 2026) 

Partington, A., Duguid, A., & Taylor, C. (2013). Patterns and meanings in discourse: Theory and 

practice in corpus-assisted discourse studies (CADS). John Benjamins. 

Pickthall, M. M. (1930). The meaning of the glorious Qur’an. Knopf. 

Ricoeur, P. (1976). Interpretation theory: Discourse and the surplus of meaning. Texas Christian 

University Press. 

Sells, M. A. (1999). Approaching the Qur’an: The early revelations. White Cloud Press. 

Toolan, M. (2001). Narrative: A critical linguistic introduction (2nd ed.). Routledge. 

 

 


