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Abstract

One of the major obstacles to the establishment of peace in Pakistan is
political issues, which have weakened the state and destabilized the social
structure. Since the creation of Pakistan, the country has repeatedly suffered
from political instability; at times due to the imposition of martial law, and at
other times because of the premature dismissal of democratic governments,
both of which have eroded public trust. The persistent power struggles among
political leaders and the tendency to prioritize personal interests over national
interests have fostered mistrust within state institutions. Corruption and
nepotism have not only damaged the economy but have also intensified
feelings of deprivation and injustice among the public, often leading to
protests and unrest. The unequal distribution of resources, a sense of political
deprivation, and disputes over provincial autonomy have given rise to
insurgency and disorder in certain regions. Separatist movements in
Balochistan and linguistic and political tensions in Sindh and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa are clear evidence of this reality. Similarly, the lack of
transparency in the electoral process has become a significant barrier to
peace, as allegations of rigging, political intolerance among parties, and the
refusal to accept electoral outcomes divide the public. As a result, protest
politics, sit-ins, and strikes disrupt public order. Alongside these challenges, a
weak judicial system and the absence of the rule of law have deprived citizens
of justice, further fueling instability. Thus, political issues undermining peace
in Pakistan are not limited to the flawed policies of rulers alone, but are
deeply rooted in institutional weaknesses, injustice, and political chaos—
without addressing these, sustainable peace remains unattainable.

Keywords: Political Instability, Corruption and Nepotism, Electoral
Transparency, Provincial and Ethnic Conflicts, Rule of Law and Institutional
Weakness
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