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Abstract 

This paper examines the indispensable role of Hadith in shaping Islamic law (Sharia) 

and ethics. While the Qur’an provides foundational principles, Hadith contextualizes 

and operationalizes them, offering detailed rulings and moral paradigms. Through 

historical analysis, textual study, and case-based examination, this research 

demonstrates that Hadith functions as both a legal source and an ethical compass. 

Introduction 

Islamic law derives from two primary sources: the Qur’an and the Hadith. The 

Qur’an establishes divine principles, while Hadith provides practical applications through 

the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم’s sayings, actions, and tacit approvals. Without Hadith, many 

Qur’anic injunctions remain abstract. Moreover, Hadith embodies ethical paradigms that 

guide Muslim conduct in personal, social, and spiritual domains. 

 Qur’anic Support: 

سُولُُ آتاَكُمُُ وَمَا  فاَنتهَُوا عَن هُُ نهََاكُمُ  وَمَا فخَُذوُهُُ الرَّ

“And whatever the Messenger gives you, take it; and whatever he forbids you, refrain 

from it.” (Qur’an 59:7) 

This verse establishes the binding authority of Hadith in both law and ethics. 

Literature Review 

The Hadith literature, comprising the sayings, actions, and tacit approvals of the 

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), is a foundational source of Islamic law (Sharia) 
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and ethics. While the Qur’an provides the primary divine guidance, Hadith serves to 

contextualize and elaborate on Qur’anic injunctions. This literature review explores the 

contributions of classical scholars such as Imam al-Shafi‘i and Imam Malik, modern scholars 

like Jonathan Brown, Mutaz al-Khatib, and Wael Hallaq, and contemporary debates 

surrounding Hadith’s authenticity, contextualization, and ethical relevance. 

3.1 Classical Scholarship 

3.1.1 Imam al-Shafi‘i 

Imam al-Shafi‘i (d. 820 CE) is widely regarded as the father of Islamic legal theory (*Usul 

al-Fiqh*). In his seminal work *Al-Risala*, he argued that the Sunnah of the Prophet, 

preserved through Hadith, is essential for interpreting the Qur’an. He emphasized that the 

Prophet’s sayings and actions are divinely guided, citing the Qur’anic verse: 

وهُ 
ُ
ذ
ُ
خ
َ
سُولُ ف مُ الرَّ

ُ
اك
َ
 .(Qur’an 59:7) وَمَا آت

Al-Shafi‘i’s framework established Hadith as a primary source of law, second only to the 

Qur’an, and laid the foundation for the integration of Hadith into legal reasoning. 

3.1.2 Imam Malik 

Imam Malik (d. 795 CE), the founder of the Maliki school of law, compiled one of the 

earliest Hadith collections, “Al-Muwatta”. He emphasized the practice of the people of 

Medina (‘amal ahl al-Madina) as a reflection of the Prophet’s Sunnah. Malik’s approach 

combined Hadith with the living tradition of the Prophet’s city, reinforcing the role of Hadith 

in shaping both legal norms and ethical conduct. His methodology highlighted the importance 

of community consensus and continuity in transmitting prophetic teachings. 

3.2 Modern Scholarship 

3.2.1 Jonathan Brown 

Jonathan Brown, in his book “Hadith: Muhammad’s Legacy in the Medieval and Modern 

World” (2017), provides a comprehensive overview of the development, transmission, and 

authentication of Hadith. He explores how Hadith evolved into a sophisticated science and 

how it continues to influence Islamic law and ethics. Brown emphasizes the dynamic nature 

of Hadith interpretation and the role of scholarly consensus in maintaining its relevance 

across centuries. 
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3.2.2 Mutaz al-Khatib 

Mutaz al-Khatib (2023) advocates for an interdisciplinary approach to Hadith 

studies, emphasizing the ethical dimensions of prophetic traditions. He argues that Hadith 

should not be confined to legalistic readings but should also be appreciated for their moral 

and spiritual insights. His work highlights the need to contextualize Hadith considering 

contemporary ethical challenges. 

3.2.3 Wael Hallaq 

Wael Hallaq’s scholarship focuses on the historical development of Islamic legal 

systems. In *The Origins and Evolution of Islamic Law*, he examines how Hadith became 

institutionalized within legal schools. Hallaq critiques the modern application of classical 

Hadith, arguing that contemporary Muslim societies must navigate between tradition and 

modernity while preserving ethical integrity. 

3.3 Contemporary Debates 

3.3.1 Authenticity and Criticism 

One of the central debates in Hadith studies is the question of authenticity. While 

classical scholars developed rigorous methods of isnad (chain of transmission) and matn 

(content) criticism, modern scholars question the historical reliability of certain narrations. 

This has led to renewed efforts to reassess Hadith collections using historical-critical 

methods. 

3.3.2 Contextualization and Relevance 

Contextualization involves interpreting Hadith in light of the socio-historical context 

of the Prophet’s time. Scholars argue that some rulings were context-specific and should not 

be applied rigidly today. This approach seeks to preserve the ethical spirit of Hadith while 

adapting its application to modern realities. 

3.3.3 Ethical Implications 

Hadith plays a crucial role in shaping Islamic ethics. For example, the Hadith  

قِ »
َ

لَ
ْ
خ
َ
مَ صَالِحَ الِ ِ

م 
َ
ت
ُ
 لِِ

ُ
ت
ْ
مَا بُعِث

َّ
 «إِن

 (I was sent to perfect good character - Musnad Ahmad) underscores the Prophet’s 

mission as an ethical reformer. Contemporary scholars emphasize the need to foreground 



The Role of Hadith in Shaping Islamic                                                                                            Al-JAMEI 

 

] 469 [ 

Vol. 2 No.3 (April-June 2025) 

 

such ethical teachings in addressing modern issues like social justice, environmental 

stewardship, and human rights. 

1. Research Hypothesis 

4.1 Null Hypothesis (H₀) 

Hadith has no significant role in shaping Islamic law and ethics; Islamic jurisprudence and 

moral conduct are sufficiently derived from the Qur’an and other sources without reliance on 

Hadith. 

4.2 Alternative Hypothesis (H₁) 

Hadith plays a significant and indispensable role in shaping Islamic law and ethics, 

providing detailed rulings, clarifications, and moral paradigms that complement and 

contextualize the Qur’an. 

2. Research Questions 

 Does Hadith play a significant role in shaping Islamic law? 

 How has Hadith historically contributed to Islamic jurisprudence? 

 In what ways does Hadith influence ethical conduct? 

 What challenges arise in interpreting Hadith for contemporary issues? 

3. Methodology 

Textual Analysis: Reviewing canonical Hadith collections (Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih 

Muslim, Sunan al-Tirmidhi). 

Historical Review: Tracing Hadith’s role in classical Usul al-Fiqh. 

Comparative Study: Analyzing modern scholarship on Hadith-based ethics. 

4. Historical Development of Hadith Sciences 

The historical development of Hadith sciences refers to the gradual evolution of 

methods, disciplines, and scholarly traditions used to preserve, authenticate, and interpret the 

sayings and actions of Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم. It spans centuries and reflects the effort of 

Muslim scholars to safeguard the Sunnah as a source of law and ethics. 

Early Period (1st Century AH / 7th Century CE) 

 Oral Transmission: In the Prophet’s lifetime, Hadith was primarily transmitted 

orally. Companions memorized his sayings and actions. 

 Early Writing: Some Companions, like Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-As, recorded 

Hadith in personal notebooks (Sahifah al-Sadiqah). 
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 Focus: Preservation of authenticity through direct memory and eyewitness accounts. 

 

Compilation Period (2nd Century AH / 8th Century CE) 

 Imam Malik (d. 795 CE): Compiled Al-Muwatta, one of the earliest Hadith 

collections, combining narrations with the practice of the people of Medina. 

 Need for Systematization: As Islam spread, scholars feared fabrication and 

distortion. This led to the formal collection of Hadith. 

 Focus: Collecting narrations with chains of transmission (isnad). 

Canonical Collections (3rd Century AH / 9th Century CE) 

 Imam al-Bukhari (d. 870 CE): Compiled Sahih al-Bukhari, applying strict criteria 

for authenticity. 

 Imam Muslim (d. 875 CE): Compiled Sahih Muslim, emphasizing consistency in 

transmission. 

 Other Compilers: Abu Dawud, al-Tirmidhi, al-Nasa’i, Ibn Majah. 

 Focus: Establishing Sahih (authentic) collections that became authoritative 

references. 

Development of Hadith Sciences (Mustalah al-Hadith) 

 Terminology: Scholars developed technical terms to classify Hadith (e.g., Sahih, 

Hasan, Da‘if, Mutawatir). 

 Isnad Criticism: Detailed study of narrators (Ilm al-Rijal) to assess reliability, 

memory, and integrity. 

 Matn Criticism: Examination of the text for consistency with Qur’an and established 

principles. 

 Focus: Creating a scientific framework to evaluate Hadith authenticity. 

Institutionalization (4th–6th Century AH / 10th–12th Century CE) 

 Specialized Works: Scholars like Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani (Nukhbat al-Fikar) and al-

Khatib al-Baghdadi (Al-Kifayah fi ‘Ilm al-Riwayah) systematized Hadith sciences. 

 Universities & Madrasas: Hadith became a formal discipline taught in Islamic 

institutions. 

 Focus: Standardization of methodology and scholarly consensus. 
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Later Developments (7th Century AH onwards) 

 Commentaries: Scholars wrote extensive commentaries on Hadith collections (e.g., 

Fath al-Bari by Ibn Hajar on Sahih al-Bukhari). 

 Regional Schools: Different regions emphasized particular collections (e.g., Maliki 

reliance on Al-Muwatta). 

 Focus: Interpretation, contextualization, and ethical application. 

Modern Period 

 Historical-Critical Methods: Modern scholars reassess Hadith using historical 

analysis. 

 Interdisciplinary Approaches: Hadith studied in relation to ethics, sociology, and 

philosophy. 

 Contemporary Debates: Authenticity, contextual relevance, and application in modern 

law and ethics. 

5. Hadith and Islamic Jurisprudence (Fiqh) 

Hadith is the backbone of Islamic jurisprudence (Fiqh), serving as the practical explanation of 

Qur’anic principles and the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم’s lived example. Without Hadith, many aspects of 

Sharia would remain abstract or incomplete. 

5.1 Complementing the Qur’an 

 The Qur’an provides general principles, while Hadith offers specific applications. 

 Example: The Qur’an commands prayer (Salah) but does not describe its form. The 

Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

 «صَلُّواُكَمَاُرَأيَ تمُُونِيُأصَُل ِي»

“Pray as you have seen me pray.” (Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith 631) 

 This Hadith establishes the detailed structure of Salah, forming the basis of ritual law. 

5.2 Source of Independent Rulings 

 Hadith provides rulings where the Qur’an is silent. 



The Role of Hadith in Shaping Islamic                                                                                            Al-JAMEI 

 

] 472 [ 

Vol. 2 No.3 (April-June 2025) 

 

 Example: The Qur’an forbids intoxicants (Qur’an 5:90), but Hadith clarifies: 

كِرٍُحَرَامُ » ُمُس   «كُلُّ

“Every intoxicant is unlawful.” (Sahih Muslim, Hadith 2003) 

 Extends prohibition beyond wine to all intoxicants, shaping criminal law. 

5.3 Foundation of Usul al-Fiqh (Principles of Jurisprudence) 

Classical scholars like Imam al-Shafi‘i argued that Hadith is indispensable for deriving 

rulings. Hadith forms the basis of Ijma‘ (consensus) and Qiyas (analogy), ensuring 

continuity and adaptability of law. 

5.4 Ethical Dimension in Law 

 Hadith integrates morality into legal rulings, ensuring Sharia is not just legalistic but 

ethical. 

Example: 

لََقُِ»  مَُصَالِحَُالِخَ   «إنَِّمَاُبعُِث تُُلِِتُمَ ِ

“I was sent to perfect good character.” (Musnad Ahmad, Hadith 8595) 

 Shows that Fiqh is inseparable from ethics; rulings must reflect moral values. 

5.5 Case Studies from Sahaba 

 Abu Bakr (RA) enforced zakat based on Hadith, shaping fiscal law. 

 Umar ibn al-Khattab (RA) suspended theft punishment during famine, citing Hadith 

on avoiding punishments in doubtful cases (Tirmidhi 1424). 

 These examples show how Hadith guided practical governance and legal decisions. 

5.6 Contemporary Relevance 

 Modern scholars emphasize Hadith’s role in addressing bioethics, finance, and 

environmental law. 

Example: 

 « ُلاُ تطََاعَُأنَ  فإَِنُِاس  هَاإذِاَُقاَمَتُِالسَّاعَةُُوَفِيُيدَُِأحََدِكُمُفَسِيلَةُ  يقَوُمَُحَتَّىُيَغ رِسَهَاُفَل يَغ رِس  » 

“If the Hour comes while one of you has a sapling in his hand, let him plant it.” (Musnad 

Ahmad, Hadith 12491) 

→ Shapes environmental ethics within Fiqh. 

6. Hadith and Ethical Frameworks 

6.1 Ethics as the Core of Prophetic Mission 

 The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم explicitly stated: 
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مَُ بعُِث تُُ إنَِّمَا» لََقُِ صَالِحَُ لِِتُمَ ِ  «الِخَ 

“I was sent to perfect good character.” (Musnad Ahmad, Hadith 8595) 

 Unlike Fiqh, which focuses on rules and obligations, this Hadith shows that the 

Prophet’s mission was deeply ethical, shaping hearts, intentions, and behavior. 

6.2 Internal Morality (Character Building) 

Hadith emphasizes virtues that form the inner moral compass: 

 Sincerity (Ikhlas): 

مَالُُ إنَِّمَا»  «باِلن ِيَّاتُِ الِعَ 

“Actions are judged only by intentions.” (Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith 1) 

→ Ethics begins with purity of intention, not just outward compliance. 

 Humility: 

ُِ أحََدُ  توََاضَعَُ مَا»  ُُ رَفَعَهُُ إلِاَُّ لِِلَّ  «اللَّّ

“No one humbles himself for Allah except that Allah raises him.” (Sahih Muslim, Hadith 

2588) 

6.3 Social Morality (Community Values) 

Hadith creates a framework for social justice and compassion: 

 Brotherhood: 

مِنُُ لا»  «لِنفَ سِهُِ يحُِبُُّ مَا لِخَِيهُِ يحُِبَُّ حَتَّى أحََدُكُمُ  يؤُ 

“None of you truly believes until he loves for his brother what he loves for himself.” 

(Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith 13; Sahih Muslim, Hadith 45) 

→ Promotes empathy and solidarity. 

 Responsibility: 

ؤُولُ  وَكُلُّكُمُ  رَاعٍُ كُلُّكُمُ »  «رَعِيَّتِهُِ عَنُ  مَس 

“Every one of you is a shepherd, and every one of you is responsible for his flock.” 

(Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith 893; Sahih Muslim, Hadith 1829) 

→ Establishes accountability in leadership, family, and society. 

6.4 Spiritual Ethics (Linking Worship to Morality) 

Hadith ensures that worship translates into ethical conduct: 

 Prayer as Ethical Training: 
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« شَاءُِ عَنُِ صَلَتهُُُ تنَ هَهُُ لَمُ  مَنُ   «لَهُُ صَلَةَُ فَلََُ وَال مُن كَرُِ ال فحَ 

“If prayer does not prevent one from immorality and wrongdoing, then it is not true 

prayer.” (Reported in Ibn Hibban) 

 Worship is not ritual alone — it must cultivate honesty, compassion, and justice. 

6.5 Universal Ethics (Beyond Law) 

Hadith extends ethics to areas not covered by Fiqh: 

 Environmental Responsibility: 

هَا فَسِيلَة ُ أحََدِكُم يَدُِ وَفِي السَّاعَةُُ قاَمَتُِ إذِاَ»  «فلَ يَغ رِس 

“If the Hour comes while one of you has a sapling, let him plant it.” (Musnad Ahmad, 

Hadith 12491) 

→ Encourages care for the earth, even in the face of apocalypse. 

 Animal Welfare: 

بَةٍُ كَبِدٍُ كُل ُِ فِي» رُ  رَط   «أجَ 

“In every living being there is reward (for kindness).” (Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith 2363) 

6.6 Ethical Philosophy in Hadith 

 Hadith frames ethics as faith in action: belief is incomplete without moral conduct. 

 It integrates virtue ethics (character), duty ethics (responsibility), and consequential 

ethics (social impact). 

 Unlike Fiqh, which is rule-based, Hadith ethics is value-based, shaping the spirit 

behind the law. 

7. Examples from the lives of the companions of Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH) 

Real incidents from the Sahaba (Companions of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم) beautifully illustrate 

how Hadith shaped both Islamic law and ethics. These examples show how the Companions 

applied the Prophet’s teachings in daily life, making Hadith the living foundation of Sharia 

and moral conduct. 

10.1 Abu Bakr al-Siddiq (RA) and the Collection of Zakat 

Incident: After the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم passed away, some tribes refused to pay zakat. Abu 

Bakr (RA), the first Caliph, insisted on enforcing zakat based on the Prophet’s Hadith: 

Hadith: 
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رَ  آخِذوُهَا فَإنَِّا مَنَعَهَا مَن  »  «مَالِهِ  وَشَط 

“Whoever withholds zakat, we will take it and half of his wealth.” (Abu Dawud, Hadith 

1573) 

Impact: This Hadith guided Abu Bakr’s legal decision to fight the apostates (Ridda 

Wars), showing how Hadith shaped fiscal law and preserved the ethical principle of social 

justice. 

 

 

10.2 Umar ibn al-Khattab (RA) and Justice 

Incident: Umar (RA) once suspended the punishment for theft during a famine, 

citing the Prophet’s emphasis on justice and compassion. 

Hadith Support: 

 «بِالشُّبهَُاتِ  ال حُدوُدَ  اد رَءُوا»

“Avoid applying legal punishments in cases of doubt.” (Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Hadith 1424) 

Impact: Umar applied Hadith to balance law with ethics, ensuring fairness and 

mercy in governance. 

10.3 Uthman ibn Affan (RA) and the Compilation of Qur’an 

Incident: Uthman (RA) standardized the Qur’an into one official mushaf, guided by 

the Prophet’s Hadith about preserving the Qur’an. 

Hadith Support: 

آنَ  تعََلَّمَ  مَن   خَي رُكُم  »  «وَعَلَّمَهُ  ال قرُ 

“The best among you are those who learn the Qur’an and teach it.” (Sahih al-Bukhari, 

Hadith 5027) 

Impact: This Hadith shaped ethical responsibility toward preserving divine 

revelation, ensuring unity in worship and law. 

10.4 Ali ibn Abi Talib (RA) and Business Ethics 

Incident: Ali (RA) emphasized honesty in trade, citing the Prophet’s Hadith: 

Hadith: 

دوُقُ  التَّاجِرُ » يقِينَ  النَّبيِ ِينَ  مَعَ  الأمَِينُ  الصَّ د ِ  «وَالشُّهَداَءِ  وَالص ِ

“The truthful, trustworthy merchant will be with the Prophets, the truthful, and the martyrs.” 

(Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Hadith 1209) 
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Impact: This Hadith shaped commercial law and ethics, making honesty a legal and 

moral obligation. 

10.5 Abdullah ibn Umar (RA) and Environmental Ethics 

Incident: Ibn Umar (RA) narrated the Prophet’s Hadith on environmental care: 

Hadith: 

تطََاعَ  فَإنِِ  فسَِيلةَ   أحََدِكُم يَدِ  وَفِي السَّاعَةُ  قَامَتِ  إِذاَ» هَا يغَ رِسَهَا حَتَّى يقَوُمَ  لا أنَ   اس   «فَل يغَ رِس 

“If the Hour comes while one of you has a sapling in his hand, let him plant it.” (Musnad 

Ahmad, Hadith 12491) 

Impact: This Hadith shaped ethical responsibility toward the environment, showing 

that Islamic ethics extend beyond human relations to stewardship of the earth. 

Discussion 

 Legal Dimension: Hadith contextualizes Qur’anic rulings, ensuring practical 

application. 

 Ethical Dimension: Hadith establishes moral paradigms, linking faith to conduct. 

 Contemporary Challenges: Authenticity debates, contextual reinterpretation, and 

application to modern issues (bioethics, environment, governance). 

Qur’anic Support: 

ُِ رَسُولُِ فِي لَكُمُ  كَانَُ لقََدُ  وَة ُ اللَّّ  حَسَنَة ُ أسُ 

“Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah you have an excellent example.” (Qur’an 33:21) 

Conclusion 

Hadith is indispensable in shaping Islamic law and ethics. It clarifies Qur’anic 

injunctions, supplements legal rulings, and establishes ethical paradigms. Future scholarship 

must balance authenticity with contemporary relevance, ensuring Hadith continues to guide 

Muslim societies in law, morality, and spirituality. 
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