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Abstract:

Islamic jurisprudence comprises four primary schools of thought, each with its unique
interpretive principles. A comparative analysis of these principles, particularly between
the Hanafi and Maliki schools, is essential to understand the diversity and nuances within
Islamic law. Islamic jurisprudence, or Figh, has been shaped by various schools of
thought, each with its unique approach to interpreting Islamic law. Among these schools,
the Hanafi and Hanbali schools stand out as two of the most influential. This paper delves
into the principles of interpretation employed by these two schools, examining their
similarities and differences.

Both Hanafi and Hanbali schools recognize the Quran and Sunnah as the primary sources
of Islamic law. However, they diverge in their understanding and application of
secondary sources such as Ijma (consensus) and Qiyas (analogical reasoning). The
Hanafi School, with its emphasis on rational deduction and analogical reasoning, often
adopts a more flexible approach to interpretation. In contrast, the Hanbali School, known
for its adherence to textual evidence and the teachings of the early generations of
Muslims, tends to be more conservative in its interpretations. This paper will explore the
following key areas:

The Concept of Ijtihad: Both schools acknowledge the importance of independent
reasoning (ljtihad) in deriving legal rulings. However, the Hanbali school places greater
emphasis on the consensus of the early scholars (Salaf) and is more cautious in exercising
ljtihad, particularly in matters of faith and worship.

The Role of Qiyas: Both schools utilize Qiyas as a tool for deriving legal rulings in cases
not explicitly addressed in the Quran and Sunnah. However, the Hanbali School is more
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restrictive in its application of Qiyas, often preferring to rely on specific textual evidence
or the opinions of the Salaf.

The Significance of Istihsan: Istehsan, the process of choosing a more beneficial ruling
over a strict application of legal rules, is another area of divergence between the two
schools. While both schools recognize the value of Istihsan, the Hanbali School tends to
be more cautious in its use, often preferring to adhere to established legal principles.

By examining these key areas, this paper aims to shed light on the distinctive features of
Hanfi and Hanbali jurisprudence and to highlight the ongoing scholarly debate
surrounding their interpretive methodologies. A comparative analysis of these schools
not only enriches our understanding of Islamic law but also contributes to the ongoing
dialogue on the relevance of Islamic jurisprudence in contemporary times.

Key Words: Quran, Sunnah, I[jma’, Qiyas, Hadith, Istehsan.
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